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October 2020 
A New Worship Service is Coming! 

Dear Family, 

 I know it is not Thanksgiving yet, but please allow me 
to express my deep thanks to all of you. From the very 
beginning of this pandemic you have proved yourselves so 
very faithful. Your faithfulness is seen in your willingness 
to  

 Make sometimes difficult changes and adjust in our 
worshipping by wearing masks, distancing, and not 
singing. None of us find these safeguards enjoyable, 
and yet, in order to worship our most worthy Lord 
together in our facility, you are honoring these 
safeguards. Thank you so much. 

 Continue your financial giving. God is honored and 
glorified in our giving, and many of you have so honored 
and glorified Him. You could have used the pandemic as 
an excuse to stop giving, but you know that God’s 
worthiness does not change during a pandemic and 
therefore neither should our giving. Praise God! 

 Learn new technologies. Many of us have had to learn 
more about Facebook, YouTube, the internet, and Zoom 
than we ever thought we would or even could. The 
pandemic has accelerated technological change at an 
even faster rate than before. Today, the excellent and 
up-to-date use of technology is more important than 
ever in keeping in touch with our own people as well as 
being connected to our Oneco Community. 
And now, I must ask you for one more change. 

Fortunately, this is not a hard one. Fall and winter are 
coming, and for us, that is particularly good news, for that 
means our people in the frigid northlands will be returning. 
My how we do miss them and long to see their faces! These 
precious people are our family. And so, we must make room 
for them in worship. In a normal year, this would not be an 
issue, but 2020 is anything but a normal year! Can I get an 
Amen? Here is our situation.  

 In order to help us to not feel crowded (and therefore 
unsafe), we have determined that we want to have a 
maximum of about 60 in our sanctuary and about 30 in our 
Fellowship Hall, equaling about 90. As you know, we often 
have 130 – 150 people in the winter months. So, we must 
create more safe seating space. The Administrative Council 
has determined the only way to do this is by having a 3rd 
worship service. Such a service in our sanctuary will give us 60 

more spaces, equaling 
a total of about 150 
safe spaces. This new 
service will begin 
Sunday, November 8th 
and will be held each 
Sunday, at 4:00 pm, 
thus enabling 
worshippers to arrive 
home while there is still 
plenty of light. The 
service will be very similar to our 9:00 service. Greg will be 
sharing music with us. Diane will come as she is able.  

 Now I need to ask you to pray.  A fair number of us – 
including some of us coming from the north - will need to be 
willing to change their worship time to 4:00. What we do NOT 
want, is to have to turn people away who have come to 
worship. Other churches are asking worshippers to call their 
church office and make reservations. We do not want to do 
that either. So, please pray. How many months will this 4:00-
5:00 service continue? I can only say, “We shall see what the 
Lord does and how He leads.” I realize that changing your 
worship time may be a sacrifice for us but let us remember 
that we are people of the Great Sacrifice on Mt. Calvary.  

 God bless you, Church, 
 I praise God for the privilege of being your pastor. 
 

Pastor Gene 
 

 

 

 

LET’S SHOW PASTOR OUR THANKS & 
APPRECIATION! 

There will be a gift bag in the Narthex for cards for Pastor 
or you can mail your cards to the church address: 

2112 53rd Avenue E., Bradenton, FL 34203.   



 

IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION 

NAME / TITLE TELEPHONE 
Dr. Gene Maddox, Pastor 386-546-2733 
Janet Saver, Lay Leader 
Carolyn Boyle, Lay Visitation/Prayer Chain 

941-812-5352 
941-752-3907 

Diane Bradbury, Choir Director 941-792-5205 
Don Bensen, Admin. Council 941-756-0211 

 

 
10/1 Laura Brace 
10/2 Kimberley Harrell 
10/4 Alice (AJ) Priebe 
10/6 Mark Hanson 
10/9 Thomas Routh 
10/10 Juliann Flood 
10/12 Lorraine (Lori) Richie 
10/16 Marilyn Kunselman 
10/18 William “Wally” Lepson 
10/19 Kevin Green 
10/23 Lindsey Caruso 
10/24 Karen Marcus 
10/24 Sapphire Rogers 
10/24 Damian Yates 
10/25 Luke (Lynn) Bradbury 
10/27 Jean Dix 
10/28 Virginia Cheryl Gilmore 
10/29 Kimberly Jean 
10/31 Callie Ann Jones 
10/31 Taylor Prokosch 
10/31 Terri Yates 

10/01 Janet & Frank Saver 
10/22 Pat & Dennis Miller 

 
Please let the church office know if we missed a 

birthday or anniversary. 

 
PICTORIAL DIRECTORIES 

 The Pictorial Directories are available to be picked up before and 
after the 9:00 a.m. service each Sunday.  If you are unable to 
pick them up at this time, please contact Barb Jahnke at 756-
6950 for special arrangements. 

 
CHARGE CONFERENCE 

 The Charge Conference is scheduled for Sunday, November 1 at 
4:00 p.m.  The meeting will be conducted using Zoom.  Please 
contact the church office if you would like to attend no 
later than October 14.  Depending on the number of 
attendees, the meeting may need to be in the Fellowship Hall 
due to restrictions on the number of participants signing in to 
the Zoom. 

 
SISTER CHURCH IN CUBA 

 We will be collecting reading glasses for our Sister Church in 
Cuba.  All donations will be greatly appreciated. 
 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 

 Offering envelopes will be ordered soon.  If you would like to 
receive envelopes for 2021 or if you have been receiving them 
and no longer use them, please contact the church office no 
later than Monday, October 5. 

 
ONECO ELEMENTARY – TEACHER & STAFF APPRECIATION 

 We will once again be preparing breakfast for the teachers at 
Oneco Elementary!  Please contact the church office if you would 
like to help.  The next date planned is Wednesday, October 14.  
We will be preparing trays of muffins, bagels and fruit. 
 

AUDIO CD’S 

 Audio CD’s can be made for those who do not have internet 
service and will be available for pickup in the church office, 
upon request. To get copies of CD’s of Pastor’s weekly 
sermons and 6-Minutes Seeking VLOGS, please contact the 
office.   
 

 

Meetings Scheduled in October 

Mon. 10/05 7:00 PM Trustees Zoom Meeting 

Mon. 10/12 7:00 PM Finance Committee Zoom Meeting 

Mon. 10/19 7:00 PM 
Administrative Council Zoom 
Meeting 

 
Invitations for the Zoom meetings will be emailed the end of the week  

prior to each scheduled meeting. 

The new 
Discipleship 
Class begins 

and our 
COVID 

Compliance 
Officer 

continues to 
keep us 

safe! 

 

A heartfelt thanks to all who helped 
prepare snacks for our Oneco Elementary 

Teachers & Staff! 

So encourage each other and build each 
other up, just as you are already doing. 
(1 Thessalonians 5:11) 


