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Dear Family, 
 
Welcome to Advent! Let us each now invite the Holy Spirit to make our hearts into the most wonderful 
manger: a place where Christ may dwell alone, as Lord of Lords and King of Kings. The Holy Spirit will 
surely use the truths of "The High Calling" (author unknown) to "Prepare the way of the Lord" into the 
center of your heart. Let us receive them and act on them. What a magnificent Christmas gift to Christ 
this would be! 
 
God bless you and may you both have and give a Jesus-filled Christmas. 

Pastor Gene 

 
“The High Calling” 
 
"If God has called you to be truly like Jesus, He will draw you into a life of crucifixion and humility, and 
put on you demands of obedience that sometimes will not allow you to follow other Christians. In many 
ways He will seem to let other good people do things He will not let you do. 
Other Christians, and even ministers, who seem very religious and useful may push themselves, pull 
strings, and work schemes to carry out their plans, but you cannot do these things, and if you attempt 
them, you will meet with such failure and rebuke from the Lord as to make you sorely penitent. 
Others can brag about themselves, about their work, about their success, about their writings, but the 
Holy Spirit will not allow you to do such things; and if you begin bragging, He will lead you into some 
deep mortification that will make you despise yourself and all your good works. 
Others will be allowed to succeed in making great sums of money, or having a legacy left to them, or in 
having luxuries, but God may only supply you daily, because He wants you to have something far better 
than gold--a helpless dependence on Him--that He may have the privilege of providing your needs daily 
out of the unseen treasury. 
The Lord may let others be honored and keep you hidden away in obscurity, because He wants to 
produce some choice, fragrant fruit for His coming glory, which can only be produced in the shade. 
God will let others be great, but keep you small. He will let others do a work for Him, and get the credit 
for it, but He will make you work and toil without knowing how much you are doing. And then to make 
your work still more precious, He will let others get the credit for the work which you have done, and 
this will make your reward ten times greater when Jesus comes. 
The Holy Spirit will put a strict watch on you, with jealous love, and rebuke you for little words and 
feelings or for wasted time, which other Christians never seem distressed over. 
So make up your mind that God is an infinite Sovereign who has a right to do as He pleases with His 
own, and needs not explain to you a thousand things which may puzzle your reasons in His dealings 
with you. 
God will take you at your word; and if you absolutely sell yourself to be His slave, He will wrap you up 
in a jealous love, and let other people say and do many things you cannot do or say. Settle it forever, 
that you are to deal directly with the Holy Spirit, and that He is to have the privilege of tying your 
tongue, or chaining your hand, or closing your eyes in ways that others are not disciplined. 
Now, when you are so possessed with the living God that your are, in your secret heart, pleased and 
delighted over this peculiar, personal, private, jealous, guardianship and management of the Holy Spirit 
over your life, you will have found the vestibule of heaven." 
 
Have a Merry and Blessed Christmas Season, 

Pastor Gene 

 

12/2 Jim Russell 
12/5 Caleb Green 
12/6 Lori Bensen 
 Marjorie Baker 
12/7 Janet Conte 
12/8       Wesley L. George 
12/9 Beverly “Rogers” Langdon 
 Paul Schide 
12/14 Nadene Wish 
 Bruce Schuman 
 Jacob Caruso 
12/15 Dart Cline 
 Rafael Abreu 
12/16 Nancy Sue Steverson 
 Robert Green 
12/17 Joshua Miles 
 Dolores Caraker 
12/20 Carol Hany 
12/22 Edie Queen Armstrong 
12/23 Dick Miller 
 Karen Lohbauer 
 Ann Sullenger  
12/25 Helen Smith 
12/26  Phyllis Shearer 
 Betty Goodrich 
12/27 Jim Russell 
 Catherine “Kay” Mahoney 
 Diane Parsell 
 Larry Routh 
12/29 Steve Ausburger 

12/7 Sheri and Rob Lohbauer 
12/9 Emily and Mira Emilov 
12/13 Richard & Dolly Pond 
 Matt & Brandi Walker 
12/18 Dan & Cherry Ann Norman 
12/21 Dianne Quick 
12/21 Daniel Brunner 
12/23 Dart Cline 

 
Please let the church office know if 

we missed a birthday or anniversary. 
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I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness. (John 12:46 KJV) 

Dear Church Family, 

As 2021 is coming to an end, I want to thank God for each one of you. It has 
been a year of great blessings in the midst of changes. However, Jesus never 
changes, and we thank God for that. He is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. Our mission as the church remains the same. We are “To love and serve 
God in transforming people into fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ for the 
sake of His world. We have had to make changes in the way some things are 
done. Through prayer, lots of prayer, God has led us to new opportunities and 
ways to worship and serve Him. Your faithfulness in giving of yourselves, your 
gifts, your time, your finances, and your prayers have blessed God and our 
church. We have been able to meet our financial obligations and bless our 
congregation and the community with the love of Jesus.  

The outreach to our community is growing and growing as God opens more 
doors for us. My prayer is that we are faithful. There is an urgent need for our 
churches to stand on the authority of scripture in a world that seems to be 
turning away from God. To reach out to our community with truth and love. 
Our first obligation is to bathe everything in prayer.  May I as you lay leader 
encourage you to be faithful in prayer. Jesus said, “My house shall be a house of 
prayer.”  Our Prayer Room is now open and those who have committed to a 
weekly time to pray are testifying to the blessing it is. Jesus got away to pray, 
to be alone with the Father and we need that even more.  There is so much to 
learn about prayer and so much to pray about! I know it has already made a 
difference in my prayer life and I know it will in yours also. If you have not 
signed up, please do. You can see Barb Jahnke or me or just sign up yourself as 
the schedule is right beside the door. I would love to personally show you the 
prayer room! Just give me a call or ask me after church. 

 As always, I am available to you for any needs or concerns you may have. I am 
available anytime to pray with you. I am blessed to be your lay leader. 

May the Lord bless you with the peace of Christ as we journey through this 
Advent Season and Merry Christmas to all of you!  

In His love,  
Janet Saver 
941-812-5352 

 

IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION 

NAME / TITLE TELEPHONE 

Dr. Gene Maddox, Pastor 386-546-2733 
Janet Saver, Lay Leader 
Carolyn Boyle, Lay Visitation/Prayer Chain 

941-812-5352 
941-752-3907 

Diane Bradbury, Choir Director 941-792-5205 
Don Bensen, Admin. Council 941-756-0211 

 
 

000 

Many thanks to all 

who helped with 

unloading, setting 

up and the sale  of 

the Christmas Trees 

this year!   

 

United Methodist Men’s Group 

Would like to extend a special “Thank 

You” for the support of the “Drive-By” 

Boxed Dinners.  Your generous love 

offerings enabled us to support many 

areas of need within our community.. 

 

Angel Tree 
Thank you to all who sponsored 

one of our Angels.  We will be 

distributing gifts to 95 children 

on Saturday, December 18 from 

2:00 to 6:00 PM and sharing the 

hope of Jesus!  

 

 

"For unto you is born this day in the 

city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord." Luke 2:11 


